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JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ~ 
WASHINGTON 23, D. Gc. ae 
ye 
J SDI 34G-59 : “ ¥. 
22 October 1959 . 


‘THE JOINT STAFF 


MEMORANDUM FOR: D4ixector, Joint Staff 


Subject: GRC Efforts to Gain U. S. Support for an 
Invasion of the Mainlend (5) 


Enclosures Assessment of DA IN 255125 —— ~- eek ty hale. 


General Erskine, who is now traveling in the Far East, 
has transmitted to his office, Special Operations, O8D, & 
report of current Chinese Nationalist efforts to gain 0. S,. 
support for an invasion of the mainland. A copy of this report 
has been passed to me by Colonel Lansdale in General Ersiine's 
office with the comment that My. MoHlrey may bring up this 
subjeot in discussion with the Joint Chiefs of Staff. . in 
enticlpetion of this possibility, I invite your attention to 
General Erakine's report (DA IN £99125) and enclose a brief 
J-2 avaluation of the matters covered. 


; wyeyee BY aranct : 
ABU ASE SERMON ROBERT A, BRETTWEISER 
im P ot 8.- Major General, USAF 

oe O4 GAM Direstor for Intelligence 


Copy to: 
Director, J#-3 
Director, J-5 
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1. There is widespread dissatisfaction and gulfering as 
no oweralt of the upheaval in the social and economic pattern 
oy 1iPe in Communist China, ineident to the communication and 
rrantie efforts to industrialize; but there is no evidence to 
tnuigate any weakening of the absolute control exercised by the 
revine, whose forces are loyal to it and are capable of suppress- 
ing any popular movement ta overthrow lt. Further, under present 
conditions, the ChiComs have the capability easily to repulse 
my unilateral ChiNat invasion of the Chinese mainland. 


2, ‘the timing of the strong comments by the Generalissimo 
ils probably based on several reasons, including: 


a. An attempt to refocus U. S. attention on the Far 
vast, away from the European area, , 


b, A fear that a U. 8,-USSR detente will solidify 
the status quo in Asla, resulting in the establishment of 
two Chinas and forcing ChiNat abandonment of any prospect 
of returning to the mainland. 


c. A trial balloon, to see if the United States would 
at this time, be more amenable to supporting the ChiNats 
in talecing positive action against the Chicons. 


3. There is an outside chance that the Generalissimo 
might launch action on his own, assuming the U. 8. would support 
hin after the fact. He is getting no younger and the ChiComa 
are golidifying thelr control, He may truly feel that this is 
the last and best chance to attempt retaking the mainland, The 
risk of creating a general war is not likely to worry the 
Generalissimo very much; the risk of failure -~- which ne realizes 
as inevitable without U. &. support -- will be his major concern, 


4. We believe 1¢ unlikely that the Generalissimo will 
initiate any unilateral large seale action against the mainland 
without prior formal consultation with the United States. 
Despite what the Generalissimo has said, he admits dependence 
on U. S. support for ultimate success, and he would be incurring 
@ sreat risk Lf he sought te involve the United States by 
initiating aggressive action on his own. 
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